
 Sugar Hill Happenings 
November 2011 

A Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Sugar Hill families,  

 

        I hope your family is having a wonderful 

fall! It was terrific to see so many of you at our 

recent parent-teacher conferences. Thank you 

for supporting your child’s education. What a 

positive difference it makes!  

        I would like to invite you to join us for our 

second annual Thanksgiving luncheon that will 

take place in our cafeteria on November 15 and 

16. The luncheon for grades K,2,3 will be held on 

Tuesday, November 15, and on Wednesday, 

November 16, for grades 1,4,5. Invitations with 

specific lunch times will be sent home. If you 

plan to join us, please return the RSVP on the 

top of the invitation. We look forward to seeing 

you for this special event.  

        As always, please let me know what I can do 

to support you and your child. My door is always 

open. 

Proud to be your principal, 

Chris Godfrey 

 

 
On Friday, November 4th @ 6:30p.m., the 

Sugar Hill Relay for Life team will be hosting a 
Mother and Son movie night in the Sugar Hill 

Gymnasium. 
 

Come join us for Cars 2 and a night full of fun!  
Doors will open at 6:00p.m. 

 
A donation of $4.00 per person attending 

would be appreciated and will be collected at 
the door.  Snacks and drinks will be available 
for 50¢ each.  Don’t forget to bring a blanket 
or towel to sit on.  Chairs will not be provided.  

Thanks! 
 

Thank you for supporting our  
Sugar Hill Relay for Life team! 

 
Administrative and Counseling Team 

 
Principal- Chris Godfrey 
Assistant Principal-Steve Kriete 
Assistant Principal-Barb McNulty 
K,2,4 Counselor-Erik Schmitt 
1,3,5 Counselor-Kathy Bond 
 

Important Dates 
Nov 3:          Skate Night 

Nov 4:          All Pro Dads Breakfast-7:00 am 

Nov 4:          Mother/Son Movie Night 

Nov 7-11:    Book Fair 

Nov 14:        Chick-fil-A Night 

Nov 15:        Thanksgiving Lunch K,2,3 

Nov 16:        Thanksgiving Lunch 1,4,5 

Nov 16:        Stevie B’s Pizza Night 

Nov 21-25:  Thanksgiving Break 

-------------------------------------------------------------------  

Parent Center Meeting 

 
There will be a Parent Center meeting for 

parents of ESOL students (English speakers 
of other languages) on Friday, November 4 

from 10 -11 a.m. 
 

 
Are You Ready For Some 

Football? 
 

 
 

Lanier High School’s Final game is 

tonight, October 28th at 7:30 at the 

Lanier High School Stadium.   

Come support your Longhorns as they 

take on St. Francis HS. 

 



Math Online Tutorials 
 

 
 

Who:    3-5 grade students 
What::   Free and Continuous Access to 
Online Tutorials 
When:  Ongoing 

 

Through the support of Dr. Christopher Ray 
and his staff at Gwinnett County Online 

Campus, we are now able to offer free and 
continuous access to all online math 

tutorials for every GCPS family.   

Instructions for Accessing the Tutorials 

1. Go to the Gwinnett Online Campus Website : 
http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com 

2. Click “LOGINS” in the upper right corner. 
3. Username: sugarhillesmath 
4. Password: sugarhillesmath 
5. Select desired tutorial. (There will be a short 

overview for you to watch the first time) 
6. For grade 4, click the “Content” tab in the 

upper left corner of the screen to begin the 
tutorial.  For all other grades, you will be 
prompted to “Click here” to begin the 
tutorial. 

 

Parent Newsletter Articles:  

" What Children Need" 

 
http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/parentnewslett

erarticles.html 

Motivation: 

Research teaches us how to help students develop 

motivation. We can: 

Help students see that learning makes them happy. 

Reflect back the pride we see on their faces: "You 

look proud of what you did." "You can read so 

@ Your Longhorn Library 

 
You are invited to visit our Fall Book Fair to 

see why reading is out of this world.  We will be 

traveling “To the Book Fair and Beyond!” the week of 

November 7-11.   Due to voting, we will extend our 

hours until 7:00pm on November 8!!!!  You will find 

information about the fair on our website.  Go to 

sugarhilles.org, then Media Center, then Book Fair.  

Click the link to our Book Fair homepage for great 

information about the fair, spotlighted books, and our 

new online book fair option.  Thanks in advance to the 

volunteers who help us run the media center and the 

book fair at the same time! 

The book fair will feature new titles from 

many favorite series:  Olivia the Princess, Pinkalicious 

Pinkie Promise, I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor 

1941, Darth Paper Strikes Back: An Origami Yoda 

Book, Judy Moody Girl Detective, Fly Guy vs. the 

Flyswatter, Super Diaper Baby 2, and Bad Kitty Meets 

the Baby.  New titles from favorite authors will also be 

available:  Laura Numeroff’s If You Give a Dog a Donut, 

Mary Downing Hahn’s The Ghost of Crutchfield Hall, 

Andrew Clements’s Troublemaker, and Gordon Korman’s 

Titanic Trilogy.  Finally, great reference books will be 

available:  Scholastic Children’s Dictionary, atlases, and 

almanacs.  Scholastic produces high quality reference 

books.   

I hope you’ve taken a look at our new AR 

Widget showing now on our Sugar Hill homepage.  It 

provides an up-to-date total of words and books read 

by Sugar Hill Longhorns.  At this moment we have read 

73,861,292 words and 10,229 books! 

Finally, I want to spotlight the changing hours 

of our Gwinnett public libraries.  Please be aware they 

have moved to a buddy system, allowing different 

branches to be open at different times.  Please check 

with your branch to see what their new hours are.  I 

encourage you to take advantage of the wonderful 

resources available through our public library system.  

They are truly an asset to our community and enrich 

my life!  I love seeing Sugar Hill families at the Buford 

branch when I pop in on my way home. 

Happy Reading! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/
http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/parentnewsletterarticles.html
http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/parentnewsletterarticles.html


much better than you used to." Students tell me 

they feel proud when they learn. When we help 

them pay attention to this feeling, we help develop 

internal motivation. 

Help them understand the connection between hard 

work and learning. We have learned that telling 

students: "You're so smart" can lead to them trying 

less instead of more. Saying instead "You really 

practiced!" or "You got right to work and now your 

homework is done" helps kids understand that 

success comes from hard work. As some of my 

young friends said last year: "It's not about how 

hard the work is. What matters is how hard you 

work." 

Praise children by telling them what you see them 

doing right. "You remembered to take the trash out 

by yourself." "You helped your brother" "You 

controlled yourself when they yelled at you." This 

kind of praise helps kids make good decisions, 

because it helps them focus on their positive 

actions. 

Spend time with children playing, talking, reading, 

and having fun together. Children whose parents 

spend lots of time with them do better in life. 

Have a few household rules and follow through on 

them consistently. For more information about 

motivation, I recommend two books: Edward 

Deci's Why We Do What We Do and Carol Dweck's 

Self-Theories. 

A fourth grader wrote last year: "Even with 

schoolwork I don't like at first, doing it with my 

full attention makes it fun." If children learn this 

lesson, they will have better lives. 

© 2009 Stan Davis, author of Schools Where 

Everyone Belongs, http://www.stopbullying.com. 

Reprinted with permission. 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Math Matters at Sugar Hill Elementary  
By: Carmen Smith, 

http://mrssmithsmathclass.shutterfly.com/ 

 

Make an organized list 

 

 

 

 

 
                                          

 

 

 

 

This month’s strategy is Make an Organized List.  

Your brain is an amazing organizer that 

systematically organizes information as it stores 

that information. When your brain receives many 

pieces of information, it has an easier time sorting 

through it if you make an organized list. A list helps 

you observe all of the information at one time in an 

organized manner. Like drawing a picture or making 

a diagram, making an organized list helps your 

brain "see" the problem clearly and helps it find a 

solution.  

Try making an organized list to solve these 

problems: 

UKindergartenU: Tyler has 6 cars. He is putting the 

cars into 2 boxes. He puts at least 1 car into each 

box. What are all the different ways that Tyler 

could put his cars into the boxes? Show all the 

different ways. 

U1st gradeU: You have three pennies, two nickels, and 

a dime. How many different amounts of money can 

you make? 

U 

 

First Second Third 

Jim Karen Mike 

Jim Mike Karen 

Karen Jim Mike 

Karen Mike Jim 

Mike Karen Jim 

Mike Jim Karen 



2nd gradeU: Mrs. Smith put six pennies in a jar. She 

shook them up and poured them on her desk. She 

got two heads and four tails. If she does this several 

more times, what 

are some of the other combinations that she could 

get? 

U3rd gradeU: You bought a new journal that cost 

$3.98. Tax was twenty cents. If you paid for your 

purchase with a five dollar bill, what combination of 

coins could the clerk use when returning your 

change? 

U4th gradeU: A digital clock shows either three or four 

digits. At what time do the digits have the greatest 

sum? 

U5th gradeU:  Tickets for the holiday play cost $12 for 

adults and $6 for children. If the group has $60, 

how many adults and how many children could go? 

Math can be so much fun; help your child to see 

how much fun it can really be, because math truly 

matters!  J 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  



  

 


