
 Sugar Hill Happenings 
October 2011 

A Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Parents, 

      Happy fall! Thank you for supporting our recent 

PTA Carnival. The event was a huge success. Also, 

thank you to the Sugar Hill staff and parents who 

volunteered their time to work that evening! 

     We look forward to seeing you next week for 

parent conferences. This is such a valuable time for 

you to talk with the teacher and to see how your child 

is progressing both academically and socially. Please 

remember that students will be dismissed at 12:00 pm 

on Monday and Tuesday for this purpose.   

    Thank you for your support of Sugar Hill 

Elementary! It continues to be an honor to work with 

this community.  Have a wonderful October! 

Proud to be your principal, 

Chris Godfrey 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
Congratulations to our 2011-2012 

Teacher of the Year: 
Tammy Smith 

Media Specialist 
 

 
 

 

 

Are You Ready For Some 

Football? 
 

 
 

Lanier High School’s Homecoming game 

is tonight, September 30th at 7:30 at the 

Lanier High School Stadium.   

Come support your Longhorns as they 

take on Duluth. 

Sugar Hill Elementary 
Administrative and Counseling Team 

 
Principal- Chris Godfrey 
Assistant Principal-Steve Kriete 
Assistant Principal-Barb McNulty 
K,2,4 Counselor-Erik Schmitt 
1,3,5 Counselor-Kathy Bond 
 

Important Dates 
Oct 3 & 4- Early Release (12pm) for Parent 
Conferences 
Oct. 7-End of the first nine weeks, All Pro Dad 
breakfast 7:00 am 
Oct 10- No School for Students/Teachers (Furlough 
Day) 
Oct. 14-Report cards go home 
Oct 17-21-Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) for 3rd & 5th 
grade 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Math Online Tutorials 
 

 
 

Who:    All Students 
What::   Free and Continuous Access to 
Online Tutorials 
When:  Effective September 1, 2011 

 

Through the support of Dr. Christopher Ray 
and his staff at Gwinnett County Online 

Campus, we are now able to offer free and 
continuous access to all online math 

tutorials for every GCPS family.  Specific 
details regarding access and use of the 

tutorials will be forthcoming. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1ST 

8AM – 3PM 

LANIER HIGH SCHOOL  

918 Buford Hwy 

Sugar Hill, GA 

SIDE PARKING LOT       

 
LANIER HIGH BASKETBALL 

TIP OFF CLUB                                     
 

Care Team’s Holiday Help Program – 
Caring Stockings 

 

 

In addition to educating the children of our community, 

our school also tries to be sensitive to some of the 

other needs a family might have.  We feel that is part of 

caring about the whole child. 

Our Care Team’s Caring Stockings program allows us to 

offer holiday assistance to our Sugar Hill families in 

need.  It is our hope to provide each child referred with 

a wrapped toy and one or two outfits to enjoy this 

holiday season.   

We are only able to offer this assistance through the 

generosity of individuals in our school and community 

and through the generosity of various agencies and 

churches in our area. Individuals and organizations who 

wish to help, will select a child’s toy and/or clothing 

request stocking and then purchase the requested item. 

Does your family need help this holiday season? 

If your family needs help this holiday season, please 

click here to print a Holiday Help application.  Holiday 

 

Sugar Hill Singers 

 
The Sugar Hill Singers will be performing "The 

Star Spangled Banner", along with singers from 
Sycamore ES and White Oak ES, at the October 
6 Lanier High School home football game.  This is 
Lanier Cluster Night.  Please come out to join us 
for a fun night with the family.  We'd love to have 

a huge audience to cheer us on! 
 

Please visit www.tiffanyenglish.net for more 
information about what and how your child is 

learning in music.  Mrs. English is a Master Level 
Orff Schulwerk certified teacher.  Orff Schulwerk 
is a way to teach and learn music. It is based on 

things children like to do: sing, chant rhymes, 
clap, dance and keep a beat on anything near at 
hand. These instincts are directed into learning 
music by hearing and making music first, then 

reading and writing it later. This is the same way 
we all learned our language. Babies repeat 

sounds they hear, learn to string them together 
to make coherent thoughts, and then learn to 

read and write sounds, letters, and words.  
Music is the same way.  Children explore different 

sounds and forms, begin to build a musical 
vocabulary,  and then learn to write musical 

ideas down once they understand their musical 
experiences. 

Orff Schulwerk is designed for all children, not 
just the privileged, talented or selected few. 

There is a place for every child and each 
contributes according to ability. Orff Schulwerk 
happens in a non-competitive atmosphere where 

one of the rewards is the pleasure of making 
good music with others. When the children want 
to write down what they have composed, reading 
and writing find their moment.  Orff Schulwerk 
uses poems, rhymes, games, songs and dances 
as examples and basic materials. These may be 
traditional or original. Spoken or sung, they may 
be accompanied by clapping, stamping, patting, 
or snapping (body percussion) or by a variety of 
unpitched percussion such as drums, maracas, 

http://www.wix.com/shescounselors/shescounselor-homepage/programs#!__programs/caring-stockings


Help applications are available on the counselor's 

website.  If you do not have internet access, just write a 

note to your child's teacher to request a holiday help 

application.  Please note that we are only able to offer 

clothing/toys for Sugar Hill ES students and their 

younger siblings. All Holiday Help Applications are due 

to Kathy Bond by Friday, October 21, 2011. 

Would your family like to Give help this 
holiday season? 

If you would like to purchase a toy and/or outfit for a 

child this holiday season, please click here to print a 

Caring Stocking Request form or send an e-mail to 

kathy_bond@gwinnett.k12.ga.us.  Thank you so much 

for your generosity.  Because of you, a childôs holiday 

will be that much brighter! 

 

@ Your Longhor n Library  

 
 As always, we are celebrating reading 

here at Sugar Hill Elementary.  Our Reading 

Stampede was a tremendous success.  Patsy 

Smith Roberts inspired us with her photographs 

and stories from Africa.  Many of you will 

remember her visit from two years ago.  Jenni 

Morawiec spearheaded a shoe collection and Ms. 

Roberts took them to Africa on her next visit.  

She shared reading and writing with our 

children, pictures of the shoes we collected, and 

the village children who received them.  At our 

media webpage you will find an excerpt from a 

Botswana newspaper mentioning Sugar Hill 

Elementary in an article featuring Ms. Roberts 

and our shoes.  Go to sugarhilles.org, then Media 

Center under Quick Links, then Events in the 

green menu across the top.   

 A big thank you to PTA for funding our 

new, online version of Accelerated Reader!  

Thank you for your patience as we receive 

training and implement the new features.  One 

of the new features is access to every AR test 

that exists!  If you havenõt signed up for Home 

Connect, please ask for information during Early 

Release conferences.  This feature gives you 

access to your childõs AR record: tests taken, 

number of words read, and BookFinder.  

BookFinder is an awesome search engine for 

triangles, guiros, claves, wood blocks, etc. The 
special Orff melody instruments include wooden 
xylophones and metal glockenspiels that offer 

good sound immediately. Played together as in a 
small orchestra, their use helps children become 
sensitive listeners and considerate participants. 
Current research indicates that children need a 

balance between emotional and intellectual 
stimulation to develop as healthy human beings. 

Orff Schulwerk provides this balance through 
total, active involvement in music making. Orff 
Schulwerk is a teaching and learning approach, 

not a method. Its uniqueness lies in the 
incorporation of the spoken word with singing, 
movement and instrument playing as learning 
tools. With Orff Schulwerk, improvisation and 
composition start students on a lifetime of 

knowledge and pleasure through personal musical 
experience. As always, parents are always 

welcome in the music room.  We'd love to have you 
come sing, move, play, create, and learn with us! 

 
Musically yours, 
Tiffany English 

Music Specialist 
 

 

Counselorõs Corner 

 
As we near the end of the first quarter one of the 

biggest issues I hear from parents is the struggle 

that they go through with getting homework 

completed.  Here are some tips for making 

homework as painless as possible 

1) Come up with an area that is well lit with a 

desk and straight, firm chair. 

2) Suggest that the student have a list of 

classmates’ phone numbers in case she 

needs to call one for homework 

information. 

3) Have the children work for 20-25 minutes 

and then allow a short break where they 

http://www.wix.com/shescounselors/shescounselor-homepage/programs#!__programs/caring-stockings
mailto:kathy_bond@gwinnett.k12.ga.us


locating books your child will love.  It is a 

constantly updated list of books with an AR test.  

Also, be on the lookout for the AR widget, soon 

to be added to our Sugar Hill website.  It will 

provide real time reading activity at Sugar Hill, 

showing how many books and words weõve read!  

So far this year our students have read 5, 504 

books and 46,902,571 wordséGo, Literate 

Longhorns! 

 Finally, we are prepared to celebrate 

reading in a big way with òTo the Book Fair and 

Beyondó, the theme of our Fall book fair.  Our 

book fair will be November 7-10.  You will find 

information about the fair on our website.  I will 

be recruiting volunteers soon.  If you are 

interested in helping with the book fair please 

look for volunteer information to come home 

with your child during October.  Responsibilities 

include helping children find books and count 

their money, as well as restocking our shelves as 

deliveries arrive.  Thanks in advance to the 

volunteers who help us run the media center and 

the book fair at the same time! 

  
UMath Matters at Sugar Hill Elementary  

By: Carmen Smith, 

HUhttp://mrssmithsmathclass.shutterfly.com/U 

 

Guess and Check  

 
 

This month’s strategy is Guess and Check.  

Problem solving is much like being a math 

detective! You can be a math detective by using 

the information you learn from a problem and 

then seeing if your problem is like another 

problem that you may have solved before. For 

some problems, your best strategy may be to 

make a guess and then check to see if your answer 

fits the problem. If it does not, look at your 

problem again and then make a second 

"guesstimate." A good detective keeps records; 

these could be notes that you write down to help 

you remember the guesses that you have made so 

far.  Incorrect guesses can give you valuable clues 

as to what the correct solution might be.  

can stand, stretch, get some water. 

4)  Help your child to establish a routine with 

completing homework and set a time limit.  

If the child completes their assignments in 

the decided amount of time then they earn 

some type of extra privilege.  

These are a few tips to get started with making 

homework something you and your child find 

enjoyable. 

------------------------ 

A couple of words about ALL PRO DADS 

All Pro Dads is dads group which meets once a 

month on Friday mornings from 7:00-7:45.  It is a 

chance for dads to spend time with their children 

and celebrate the importance of that relationship.  

There is a guest speaker at each breakfast and dads   

are given a chance to talk about what makes their 

child special.  We hope you can join us dads!  

The next meeting is Oct. 7th from 7:00-7:45 am. 

Check out the All Pro Dads website 

http://www.allprodad.com/ 

 
 

http://mrssmithsmathclass.shutterfly.com/


Try using the Guess and Check strategy to solve 

these problems: 

UKindergartenU: Guess how many shoes are in your 

closet.  Check your answer by counting. 

U1st gradeU: Billy has 42 marbles to put in boxes. 

Each box will hold five marbles. How many boxes 

will he need? 

U2nd gradeU: Mrs. Hall planted 15 flowers in rows of 

five each. How many rows did she plant? 

U3rd gradeU: I am a 2-digit number over 50. When 

you put me in groups of 7, 2 are left over. The sum 

of my digits is 11. What number am I? 

U4th gradeU: John is twice as old as his sister Mary. 

Mary's age is 1/6 the age of her mother. Their 

mother is 30. How old are John and Mary? 

U5th gradeU:  Use exactly 50 coins to make one dollar. 

You must have at least one penny, one nickel, one 

dime, and one quarter. 

Math can be so much fun; help your child to see 

how much fun it can really be, because math truly 

matters!  J 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


